Escaping Poverty Traps
Connecting the Chronically Poor
to Economic Growth

Paul Francis is Senior Social Development Specialist in the Fragile States, Conflict, and Social
Development Unit of the World Bank’s Africa Region. His current interests include youth,
conflict and violence in sub-Saharan Africa. Earlier work on poverty and social policy, natural
resources management and decentralization in a range of African and Asia countries has been
undertaken while with the IMF, UN, DFID and other agencies. He taught for several years at the
School of Development Studies, University of East Anglia, and holds an MA in social and
political sciences from the University of Cambridge, an MSc in economics from the University
of London, and a PhD in social anthropology from the University of Liverpool.



